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- 1> The Leagus of Anti-Fascist Freedom Fighters is a Corminist~controlled or
- ganization which in all its activity attempts to masquerade as nor-partisan -

and representative of all political rarties. The League has its central
office at the same address as the League of Concentration Camp Victims
(KZ-Verband), Vienra I, Lichtenfelsgasse 7. Unlike the latter organization,
however, which is Communist~infiltrated but includes many non-Communists,
the League of Anti-Fascist Freadom Fiphters is a so-called Communist cadre
organization which admits non-Communists only as members but not as officials
There are about 6,000 members, divided up into smaller district organizations
in the various Vienna districts (usually, several Viemnna districts umiteto
form one such section; for example, Vienna VI, VII, and VIII have one zection
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together), The typical structure of such a section may be seen in the £ollowing dise i

trict reprasentation from Vienna VI: 20 members, /. of whom are officials of
the KPOe, 10 of whom are members of the KFOe, and & of whom are nen=Communist
but strongly sympathetic to the Communist cause,

2. Hembership in the organization, which carries with it sranting of the title
"Freedom Fighter", is given tc rercons who "havs foupht apainst &4 Fascist
dictatorship", which is liberally interpreted to mean not only those who have
taken part in the combat against Nezism, but also apainst the Dollfuss reglime
in Austria, against Franco ih Spain, or against Chiang Kai-3hek in China,

Of late, the practice has been for a prospactive member to be admitted on the
bagiz of a confidential recommsndation from the KPOe; the titls of "Freedom
Fighter" has been given on the basis of opposition to "capitalism, Western
imperialism, and the Marshall Plan", while "Fascism" has been broadly defined

by the organization as "anything in contradiction to the class struggle?, The

regulations of the organization have been made to conform to this new relaxa=
‘tion of membership requirements,
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The steering committee of the orpanization includes  Pranz HONNER,
member of the Central Committee, president; Dr. Heinrich DUERMAYER,
former head of the State Police, vice-president; Walter FISCHER, brother
of Ernst FISCHIR; Major Franz GuBHART; Max SCHNEIDER, general secretary,
in practice, although directives are laid down by the entire steering
committee, practical execution of a given policy is almost always carried
out by SCHNEIDER, who has wide discretionary powers and only rarely con-
sults DUERMAYER before taking action.

The organization allegedly possesses an elite cadre of 200 to 300 men under
SCHNEIDER's direct command which,on a number of occasionsghas taken an

active part in carrying out the policy of the organization. For example,

this group organized a demonstration in 1948 against the Greek Leration in
Vienna and has intervened several times to prevent evictions. Members of

the cadre are said to be for the most part persons with no definite oc~
cupation; they are armed with pistols of various models. In the orpanizational
files, members of the elite cadre arce alleredly desipnated by a small red
croas on the upper left of the file card.

Since its inception, the organization has been extremely active in carrying
on meetines and is owner and publisher of .a monthly newspaper edited by
Otto DORFER.

Sibaked Purpose of the Organization
g 2.
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The League of Anti-Fascist Freedom Fighters was created in 1946 by National-
rat Fpanz HONNER and was lepally constituted by an authorization of the
Austrian Ministry of the Interior dated 20 August 1947. According to para~
graph II of the organizational statutes, which have been repeatedly altered,
the following are the aims of the organization:

a. Inclusion of all Austrians who have actively combaited Fascism, and in
particular the following:

i. Former members of the Schutzbund whe participated actively
in the svents of 12 February 1934

ii. Former Austrian vclunteers in the Internationzl Bripades within
the Spanish Republican Army;

1i%i. Members of %§§£ trian Freedom Battalions (Freiheitsbataillone)
within the/Jugoslav Army;

¥, Austrian partisans and "Freedom Fighters" who carried on the
abyuggle in Austria against German-Fascist domination, togsther
with their repular and active assistants;

¥. Austrian volunteers who fought In the liberation movements of other
counbries against the German occupants, together with thelr regular
and active assistants;

¥i. Austrians who foupht as wolunteers in the ranks of the Allied
Armies against the Nazi rogims;

vil, Telatives of deceased "Freedom Fighters®
b, Cultivation and furtherance of anti-Faseist democratic ideol
: ogy in
 the renks of its members, aimed at strengthe
Smooten. . rengthening end propagating

€. Cultivation and furtherance of anti-Faeclet, democratic ideclogy among
the Austrian people tbreough lectures, meetings, and publications,
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d. Collaboration in the complete oliminaticn of Faselst remmsnts
and of Pan-German ideology from the minds of our people, tow=
gother with their education in Austrien patriotism and cultiva-
tion of Austrien national conseiousness and Austrian individuality,

@, Reeumption of relations with similar organizations in Unitsd )
Hations countries, with the purpose of promoting friendly relations

betueen Austria and these countries,

£, Financial support of needy members.®

Pergonnlitie
i

7. Max Poter SCHNEIDER {also called SHELLEY) is the organization's
general secretery., Born in Vienna on 4 December 1921, he is the
son of' Jowish parents, Abraham and Josefine Schneider. le is an
Augtrien citizen and married to Ruth Wilms Ascher, born 12 Jamuary 1921,
In 1939, SCHNIIDER emigrated to England where he worked with the Friends
of Austria under Ot PRICHACEX, His parents are said to have been sent to
Eipn where they died in/Concentration camp. During the war he fought
#2 ap infantrvman in the British Avwy, allegedly in France. In 1944
e is sald to have sane from France ho Prague, whers he spent soms
tim2. Returning bo Vienna, he iived from 17 February 1947 to 29 Janwary
1952 Sn Yiemma VIiY, lanpgersssa 53 ag o sub-tanant to one SCHG N ALD,
vinee the lather date, ' has been living in Viemna TT , Aotensternpasse
S/ bt apparenily does not ray any vent. ‘The apartment belengs Lo a
cariain Capt. Kort SCHUARZ, said to be worling for the Britick and
row vaglding in Vieans X117 Wene Aeligasse 1. Capt. SCHTARZ, like

HHETINE | attends evenine clssses st fhe tniversity of Vienns. SOHNE)
¥ be deing some sort of nffice wovk for bhe Sritis

t

Element,. His wite,
Yuth Yilma SCUNSLDER + works as an emplovee of the Jowish Qomminis ¥ of
“ieuna (Isvaelitische Lulen spamainde.y SCHNEIDE: spends every swrning
10 the office oF the Leacus nf Anki-Faseist Freedom Fightese, pre-

LUm ial vequneration. He is Jmsepined as o

Lely a nonsdrinker, a convinced and incorrupbible

son-swoker, almrst comp
Lomourist . -

ge B - 15 Mareh J

#. KOGL, an official of KFOa districr neadouarters at Vienna J1, when
saked by cother Party finctionaries what steps had been taken to pro-
vide armed protection againei ¥Faselsghh attempts to break up Com

mnlst meetings and demonsgtrations, said that the League of Anti-

Faseist Preedom Fighbers would constitute an armed guard.  KOGL

pilained that many members of the League were former members of the

mbzbund who had received guasi-military training. ‘hen asked if
young Commonist activists could join the League, KOCL 2llepedly ra-
uwlied that they could bocome non-voting members for a year, afier

25X 1XBish, 17 Found eligible, they could become rerular vobing members.
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=he opinion of this source, the Leapus of Anti-Fascist Freedom

wers has now replaced the Werkechutz in importance as a retentially
“nngerous KPOe para-military Tormation; there are at present about LH0G
activists. The new policy of enrolling all persens willing to combat
Lha “forces of Faseism and reaction” represente & considersbile derarture
yrom the former policy of admitting only those who had actively fought
against Faseism in some form. Many hundreds of new menbers may be
acouired in this way.
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Comuent: The repulations for admission of new memsbers, as pilven
do not correspond with statements of Sourcs & in para. 2 abowve.

- probabilityy if the orpganization is truly interested in concepl-
g its Communist backine, Source A is wreno in assumine that erganiza-
tional repulatiane hiive Beon s adLber b reovids an adoirsion of obther
catepories of "anti-Fascisus', It is more Lik~ly that the repulations
opra ’g;’;'?i"ﬁ‘élé’é’é"ei’i%b)’ 903 - CIA-RDPB2-00457R0027000700054 the admission
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